small French town of Pan. The lawyer's son was Jean
Bernadotte, the alleged baker's apprentice, who went for
a soldier and eventually became one of Napoleon's
marshals. He married into Napoleon's family, and became
King of Sweden under the name of Charles XIV; he was
one of the most redoubtable of the adversaries who
brought about Napoleon's downfall"

5 "At the Opera in Nice we saw a performance of Puc-
cini's Madama Butterfly. After the performance M. re-
called the celebration on the night of the Budapest pre-
miere of Madama Butterfly. The composer, Giacomo
Puccini, attended both the rehearsals and the opening at
the Budapest Opera. (The opera itself, incidentally, is
based on a play by David Belasco.)

"After the first night a rich Hungarian composer, Ivan
Hiivos, gave a big supper party at his villa in honor of
Puccini. Along with the singers appearing in the opera, the
guests included critics, composers, writers (M. among
them), artists, and other celebrities. The long supper table
at which they sat presented an original spectacle. Instead
of a tablecloth, the table had on it huge squares of look-
ing-glass, representing the Japan Sea. On these mirrors as
if upon a relief map was the scene of the opera, Japan and
its surrounding islands, with tiny models of houses, trees,
and bridges, and Japanese fishing boats sailing the looking-
glass ocean. There was even a miniature American war-
ship, as called for by the plot.

"Puccini was enchanted not only with this idea but with
his enthusiastic reception, first by the opening night au-
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